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Executive Summary
Making Great Progress!
Greetings from your construction team! We’ve 
continued to make great progress over the past 
month toward our February completion. The 

demolition of the garden lounge and library is complete so the space 
now contains a new ramp and stairs that lead to the sanctuary. The 
old west sanctuary ramp is now a new ramp that leads to the chancel 
area. The chancel area is really taking shape and it will be exciting 
when the temporary wall comes down near the end of the project.

SITE 
FUN FACT!

High-Tech Speaker System
You may look at the drywall in the 
Chapel and think “they forgot the 
speakers for the sound system!”  
Not to worry, high-tech speakers 
are actually “mudded in” to the 
sloped drywall soffit around the 
perimeter of the room. This will 
give the room a very clean look 
without sacrificing audio quality.

New Narthex doors nearly complete

Speaker placement

Speakers “mudded” in to drywall soffit

New ramp and stairs  
leading to the sanctuary

The new front doors to the narthex have been installed and it was definitely worth the wait. They blend 
in great on the historic façade, but now bring in more light and will perform as a better barrier to the 
elements for years to come.

We can’t forget about all the work in the attic as well. If you are on the east side of the sanctuary, you 
will see a lift parked there. It is being used as an elevator to get all the new fire protection piping in the 
sanctuary attic. If you’ve ever been up there, you will know why they decided to go this route instead of 
through the attic maze.

Best regards,

Joe Novakoski, P.E.
Vice President  |  joenova@elzinga-volkers.com
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Looking Ahead

Over the next month, the chapel and Gathering Area behind the construction wall will take 
on a completely new look. It will have all the drywall hung and ramps completed for access 
to the chancel. At the other end of the building, the elevator should complete but not quite 
ready for use.  

Meet Daryl Holleman
I have been with Burgess Painting for 18 years and owner of the company 
since 2012. We are responsible for all of the painting and finishing on the 
Hope Church project, where I have thoroughly enjoyed working with the 
entire team. There seem to be a common goal and good relationships with 
all trades, even trades that don’t necessarily overlap our scope of work.

I am happily married to Kelly, and we have two children, Titus, 12, and 
Lexie, 9. In my free time, I enjoy camping with my family and exploring new 
areas throughout MIchigan. I was born and raised in Nova Scotia, so it’s 
nice to discover a new part of the continent. I also enjoy coaching PeeWee 
hockey and do a little woodworking when and if I can find the time.

Joe Shashaguay, Senior Field Manager 
joeshag@elzinga-volkers.com  |  616-610-9313

Ramp for access to the chancel New cabinets in the meeting room

Installing doors

TEAM SPOTLIGHT: 
Who’s Who On Site

Elevator installed
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Paul Elzinga, while no longer an employee of Elzinga & 
Volkers, has an obvious affinity for their work. And he’s been 
contributing his expertise and especially his devotion to 
Hope Church to the Living Hope project since the inception 
of the Design Team.

You’ll often see him on site in his hardhat and high-
visibility vest, conferring on details, confirming plans, and 
offering encouragement to consider alternative approaches. 
As a member of the ongoing Design Team, Paul has also 
volunteered to purge and organize,  locate a storage trailer, 
serve as the liaison with the landscaping company, and 
plan our springtime celebration. Thanks, Paul, for sharing 
your expertise and energy, as well as your commitment to 
our shared future!

Expertise and Devotion

Appreciation for Hope Church Volunteers and Staff
FEATURE VOLUNTEERS

The Future Is Taking Shape
As construction of the chapel, new offices, and expanded 
Gathering Area proceeds, it’s easier and easier to envision 
what the new spaces will offer to our life together and to the 
hospitality we can offer! While we still have several months of 
detailed work to do, the end is in sight!

Except, we should note for some work that will require spring weather: 
Landscaping—both repair to construction disruption and new plantings for the 
new chapel entrance—will happen in the spring. And our 11th Street entrance 
will last longest if we wait until spring to make the repair of those concrete 
steps, since salt is the enemy of concrete.

Watch your mail for a communication from the Capital Campaign Team later in 
December. Support has been awe-inspiring, and we have a little further to go to 
meet our goal to fully fund the project.

A Living Hope Project Update
From the Capital Campaign Team
Lois Maassen, Project Lead for Hope Church |  lois.maassen@gmail.com

“…Lead a life worthy of 
the calling to which you 

have been called, with all 
humility and gentleness, 

with patience, bearing with 
one another in love, making 
every effort to maintain the 

unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace.”

–Ephesians 4: 1-3
Volunteer opportunities: Contact the church office (616-392-7947) or 

Lois Maassen (lois.maassen@gmail.com) if you’re able to pitch in!

Gathering Area set for expansion

Paul Elzinga
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Youth/Nursery

Parking Lot
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SAFETYMatters

Hope Church Project Progress Photos

Chapel

Room 106, 108 
and office 2

Commons

Drop-Off 
Canopy

Gathering 
Area

MILESTONES

New flooring in the new office space

Cold Weather Protection 
Prolonged exposure to freezing or 
cold temperatures may cause serious
health problems such as trench 
foot, frostbite, and hypothermia. 
In extreme cases, including cold 
water immersion, exposure can 
lead to death. Danger signs include 
uncontrolled shivering, slurred 
speech, clumsy movements, fatigue, 
and confused behavior. If these signs are 
observed, call for emergency help. Hang in there 
– the cold weather will end soon!

Checking fire protection head Condenser protection in place

0°
Cold Weather Tips
Layer up! Layers of lightweight clothing helps you stay warm. Gloves and a 
hat help prevent losing body heat.

Space heaters require supervision. If you use a space heater, place it on a 
level, hard surface and keep anything flammable at least three feet away to 
prevent fires and turn them off before going to bed.

Protect your pipes. Run water, even at a trickle, to help prevent your pipes 
from freezing.

The kitchen is for cooking. Never use a stove or oven to heat your home.

Fireplaces. If you use a fireplace, use a glass or metal fire screen large 
enough to catch sparks or rolling logs.

Don’t forget your pets! Bring pets indoors. If you can’t, make sure they have 
shelter, warmth, and water that is not frozen.
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