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New nearby nursery

The Commons area is complete and ready to use!

Youth room space

SITE
FUN FACT!

1902 Ford truck

When the existing sanctuary
was being built in 1902,
there were only 8,000 cars
in all of the US!

Executive Summary
The anticipated final product is taking shape!
It’s been a very rewarding month since our last newsletter. The youth, nursery,
and Commons areas are now complete! I’ve been in construction for more than
20 years and I have to say that the transformation of these spaces has been as
dramatic as I have ever witnessed. It makes me want to camp out in the spaces and see people’s
reactions as they view them for the first time. Kudos to those with the vision to see what was
possible…in particular Elevate Studios, Deidre Interiors, and the Hope Church Design Team.
The progress on the drop-off canopy has
continued with the roof framing, shingles,
electrical rough-in, and paint. The chapel
finally looks like a building instead of a lot of
parts and pieces in the courtyard. Now that the
steel is up, you can get a true sense of what
the finished spaces will feel like.
Best regards,

Joe Novakoski, P.E.
Vice President | joenova@elzinga-volkers.com

Hope Church aerial view
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Looking Ahead
Joe Shashaguay, Senior Field Manager
joeshag@elzinga-volkers.com | 616-610-9313

Looking ahead, we will be finishing up the canopy with brick and a ceiling on the underside.
We will be closing 10th Street down and installing a new water line to feed the new fire
protection system. After this work is complete, we will be placing the top coat on the parking
lot. We are also working on demolition in the office area and getting the new chapel in the dry.

Prepping for carpet in the Commons area

New front drop-off canopy

Chapel begins to take shape

Hallway to youth room and nursery

TEAM SPOTLIGHT: Who’s Who On Site
Meet Joe Novakoski
Joe Novakoski is the VP of Project Management at Elzinga & Volkers Construction Professionals
(E&V) and is the Senior Project Manager for the Hope Church renovation. Joe’s 21 years of industry
experience (all at Elzinga & Volkers) have given him the opportunity to work in all facets of the
construction process on a variety of project types, sizes, and levels of complexity. The Hope
Church renovation has presented unique challenges that have required him to draw on many past
experiences as well as collaborate with his mentors in the industry. Joe said, “The conglomeration
of different eras of construction that make up Hope Church is like an onion. Every of step of the
design has brought new opportunities and challenges.”
In his free time, Joe enjoys spending time with his family (he has four daughters who keep him
very busy!), golfing, yard work, and training to run marathons. He uses destination marathons as
a reward for the long training cycles and a chance to see new places. He’s currently looking for his
next race in the spring of 2017.

Page 2

www.elzinga-volkers.com

Building Living Hope | Hope Church Renovations & Additions | August 2016

A Living Hope
Project Update
From the Capital Campaign Team
Lois Maassen, Project Lead for Hope Church | lois.maassen@gmail.com

Celebrating First-Phase Completions

In the life of Hope Church, we’re happy to have fresh new rooms available
for our use for the beginning of the program year. The youth room and
Commons will be available once more, looking (and working) fabulously
refreshed. The new nursery will also be in use, though the easy access
from the Gathering Area is still a future feature. A new, for-everyone
restroom is also located on the hallway to the nursery and youth room.

Adding the finishing touches
to the Commons Area

To celebrate this first phase of completions, plan on a walking tour with
“progressive refreshments” after 11 a.m. worship on September 18!
Members of the Living Hope Design Team will be on hand to answer
questions or point out features. We hope you’ll join us!
Magnetic arches in the Youth Room

FEATURE VOLUNTEERS

Appreciation for Hope Church Volunteers and Staff

Keeping Us
Earth-Conscious
This month’s volunteer spotlight finds Peter
Boogaart, who most recently participated in
the dismantling and storage of office furniture.
Peter has also been a member of the Living Hope
Design Team since its inception, contributing his
insights in all of the aspects of environmental
sustainability, from groundwater disposal to
energy conservation. Peter’s service to Hope
Church includes ongoing maintenance of the rain
garden east of the driveway to 10th Street.

Volunteer opportunities: Contact the church office (616-392-7947) or
Lois Maassen (lois.maassen@gmail.com) if you’re able to pitch in!

“Let us hold unswervingly
to the hope we profess,
for God who promised
is faithful. And let us
consider how we may spur
one another on toward
love and good deeds…
encouraging one another.”
– Hebrews 10:23-24
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SAFETYMatters
A Clean Jobsite Is a Safe Jobsite!

Keeping a construction site clean is not just about aesthetics,
but is a crucial step to ensure a safe workplace to prevent slips,
trips, and falls. According to OSHA, cluttered working conditions
are distracting, unsafe, and unsanitary, but a tidy jobsite
improves morale, encourages good work habits, saves time, and
promotes safety.
Elzinga & Volkers and our trade contractor teams work very
hard to keep their jobsites clean and organized. If clean-up is
neglected, the jobsite can quickly become hazardous. Nails,
screws, sharp tools, dust, and debris are only a few of the things
that must be continuously cleaned up. Safety is always a top
priority for E&V and impacts everyone from the crew to the
client and guests.

Hope Church Project Progress Photos

MILESTONES

Gathering
Area
Drop-Off
Canopy

Chapel
Church
Offices

New restroom in the nursery

Parking Lot

Commons
Youth/Nursery
Room 106, 108
and office 2

Food prep area and ample storage in new youth room
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