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Executive Summary
Construction Expanded to the Commons!
It’s been a great month on the project.  At the time of the last newsletter, we were 
primarily in what we call the “make way” phase. That is, we were doing a lot of 
cutting, ripping, tearing, pounding, breaking, and demolishing as we “make way” 

for the all the new and exciting changes. Over the past month, we expanded construction zones from 
the Youth/Nursery and Chapel to now include the Commons. With the help of dedicated workers and 
an amazing volunteer clean-up crew, we were able to blast through the “make way” phase in the 
Commons in four short days!

This great progress has allowed us to move onto the actual constructing of the new and renovated 
spaces. In the Chapel, we now have 95 percent of our foundations in and backfilled with sand. In the 
youth wing, we have begun installing the new ductwork, underground plumbing, and new electrical 
conduits. A peek into the Commons will show you the newly framed (and much smaller) perimeter 
bulkheads and center “UFO” as well as the new storage closets. In fact, the drywall has already been 
installed on all the new framing! We hope you will find 
time to check out the progress.

Best Regards,

Joe Novakoski, P.E.
Vice President  |  joenova@elzinga-volkers.com

SITE 
FUN FACT!

Volunteers filled two 30-yard 
dumpsters from the Commons, 
enough debris to cover the 
parking lot six inches deep!
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Looking Ahead

Next month we will be tearing up the old parking lot, installing a new drainage system as 
well as building the drop-off canopy. No more walking in puddles! Also, construction of the 
elevator will be underway and there will be continued work in the youth and nursery area. 
The Commons will start to take shape and you will begin to see the finished product. It will 
be hard to miss us since we are busy in several areas of the church. 

Building Living Hope  |  Hope Church Renovations & Additions  |  June 2016

Meet Jim VanderMolen
Jim VanderMolen is the Owner/President of Elevate Studio in Grand Rapids. Jim has more than 30 years 
of experience as an architect working on a variety of building types, including over 100 churches, but 
this project has been one of the most challenging of his career.  As he described it at the construction 
kick-off celebration: “Imagine you have a five-piece jigsaw puzzle where each piece was built in a different 
style, construction system, and code. Now imagine you are asked to place a sixth puzzle piece not at 
the edge, but right smack dab in the middle–and oh, while you’re at it, make all the pieces fit together 
perfectly and tidy things up a bit. Thanks!” When not doing the impossible, Jim enjoys his new (and only) 
grandson, cooking/eating, travel, and creative pursuits like music, art, and writing. Look for his debut 
novel in the next, say, 15 to 20 years...
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Saving historic pieces from the  
outside wall of the church

New chapel area graded and ready for the phase Picking the old door and window headers

Joe Shashaguay, Senior Field Manager
joeshag@elzinga-volkers.com  |  616-610-9313

TEAM SPOTLIGHT: Who’s Who On Site
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While we’ll typically single out an 
individual volunteer, what counted 
this past month was the number 
of people willing to pitch in to 
clear debris from the Commons 
after demolition. Steve Berry, Dave 
Boelkins, Peter Boogaart, Andrew 
Bunnell, Dave De Block, Dan Fisher, 
Peter Hoekman, Angie Martin, Nate 
Martin, Ben Sikkink, Bruce TenHaken, 
Katie Van Ark, and Chris Wiers all turned out for the hot and dusty job, making quick work of 
filling a dumpster (twice!)and recycling pile. 

Upcoming volunteer opportunities include some additional cleaning, carpentry, and painting; 
contact the church office (616-392-7947) or Lois Maassen (lois.maassen@gmail.com) if you’d 
like to be a villager!

It Takes a Village

Appreciation for Hope Church Volunteers and Staff
FEATURE VOLUNTEERS

The Living Hope Capital Campaign Team is overwhelmed with the 
faithfulness and generosity of the Hope Church community. The renovation 
project is an ambitious one, with a budget approved by Consistory at 
$3,257,000. At deadline for this newsletter, the team reports having 
achieved, in gifts and pledges, 84 percent of the resources required.

The Construction Launch Celebration on June 12 included these words 
in the Litany of Thanksgiving: “Show us in this time and place how to 
pioneer, to be open, to grow in faith, to lead in action, as the body of Christ 
that is Hope Church. Sustain us in unity, justice, and reconciliation for this 
day and for generations yet to come.” 

Writing blessings on the beam that will become part of the new chapel 
construction was one way to express that prayer; financial support is 
another. 

A Living Hope 
Project Update
From the Capital Campaign Team
Lois Maassen, Project Lead for Hope Church |  lois.maassen@gmail.com

“Lord, you have been 
our dwelling place 
through throughout all 
generations…. From 
everlasting to everlasting 
you are God.”   
     – Psalm 90 
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Construction Launch Celebration, June 12

Writing blessings on the beam
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Extension Cord Safety Guidelines 
Extensions cords are used everywhere on construction sites. Normal wear 
and tear on cords can loosen or expose wires. Cords that are not 3-wire type, 
were not designed for hard use, or have been modified, increase the risk of 
contacting an electrical current. Here are some guidelines that 
Elzinga & Volkers uses to regulate the use of extension cords: 

» Use only equipment that meets OSHA standards 

» Do not modify or use cords incorrectly 

» Use factory-assembled cords and only use the 3-wire type 

» Remove cords from receptacles by pulling on the plugs, not the cord. 

SAFETYMatters

Hope Church Project Progress Photos
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Demolition for the new elevator

Cleaning out the ductwork 
in the Youth/Nursery Area

Elevator pit foundation

Making way for the new Commons interior

Chapel

Room 106, 108 
and office 2

Commons

Drop-Off 
Canopy

Gathering 
Area

MILESTONES


